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- THE MORSE BUILDING RIS R

Sacramento, Sacramento County, California R LE

Acdres: 1025-1031 Secord Street (NE Corner)
. between "J" and "K" Streets
Occupant: Unccoupled
Use: Stores, Cafe, and Bar on First Floor,
: Offlces on Second Floor

ARCHRITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFLICANCE:

- D John Frederick Morse, & New Yorker, was one of Sacramento's pioneer doctors,.

hav:.ng arrived there in 1848 and r'emannmg a lead:.ng citizen and businessman
of that city until his establishing practice in San Francisco in the 1860's.
His first connectmn with the so-called Morse Building is referenced on page 96
of the 2383-8% Sacramento Directory wherein both his office and residence are

. given as *':e "lortheast corner of "K" and Second Streets." Several earlier

firs ;-*‘lcor structure dating from 1853, after the fire of November 1852; and a

second floor appavently added after the sireet was raised in 1863-6% due to the )
floods of 1861-82. Earlier structures included the Post Office and St. Charles .
Hotel which were destroyed in the fire of 1882. e

In 1849, Dr. Morse operated a hosyital in association with Dr. J. 0. B. Stillman

Cat Zrc and "X" Sireets ant wis ore of the doctors working heroically during

the cnclera ep.".CIE."IJ.C of ltid. ne enterec early in ins business aflairs oi the
town and is listed in the Sacramento Director for 1850 as a "real estate agent”
at 35 "K" Stz*ee‘t.

From March of 1851 until May of 1852, Morse served as first Editor of the Sacra-
ment Union. In 1853, he wrote the first detailed "HISTORY OF SACRAMENTOY which
sppeared in the Sacramento Directory of that year and has become a standard refer-
ence for those interested in researching the first years of the city's existence =-

1849-53.

On October 8, 1852, Dr. Morse was the principal speaker on a program opening

Car ornia's first State Fair ne_d in Sacramento.

The great fire of November 2, 1952, des"‘"oyed all of the proper"v belonging to.
the realtor, Ir. W. M. Ccr*::'en ter, between e Street ard the alley on the east
gice of Second Street. Eis ho;.d‘“gs had included the U. S. Post Oifice, St.
Craries Hotel, restaurant, drug store, ané variocs p"‘O..ESSlO'hl offices on the
second floor as depicted in a wood-cut of the bullding's exterior appearing in
whe September 1, 1852, _suw of 'eS%CW.}’LN"*‘O STEAMER U\:IO‘:. After the fire,
Carpanter's urnc::\:::'“:; was wu.c, nt by Dr. Morse, 'tocre har with two partners, Thomp-
<
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From 1852 vo 1855, Dr. Morse had his e Wl

office on the second floor over the . T\‘f I F LJ»C—‘}& j
Stanford Brothers Store, 56 "K' Street. =

He mainteined a life-long fri erdship T4

with Leland Stanford and was one of PI]:Y‘SIC J_ ‘A_-\I A_‘ND OUF GEO _N-
the early supporters of the proposed

Central Pacific Railroad, being one of ~ Ao, -,“__-.-3 Sodyess
the first stockholders and later a : o_zlce, 56 K ST ? g 4
member of the Board of Directors B SACRAMENTO. (J‘/f!:fﬂr’y 7953
From 1855 to 1862, Morse mzintained both office and residence in the Clarendon

House on the NW cor*ner of Second and "L" Streets where he is listed in the

Directory as being married with two children.

Dr. Morse is last llS“ted as a Sacramento resident in the Directory for 1863
‘wherein his office and residence are given for the first and only time Ton the
NE corner of "K" and Second Streets"; the site of the existing so-called ’V;or'se
Building. Morse's residency there must have been of short duration, as in that
same year (1863) he left Sacramento for San Francisco to become associated with
the medical dep: department of the College of the Pacific.

The bulldmg of our concern was never calIed'th’é""b'bme"mﬁamg"jW“untﬂ rec:ent T
years. Just who built it, and when, remains to be documented. Morse and his - v
parimers (Thompson and Hatch) may have built the first fleor portion in late '
1853 or early 1854 The second floor was cbviously rot added until after the ..., .
streets were raised — probably In 1865, two years after Morse had left Sacra—

mento. In 1859, the property was assessed at $89,000 with an additional $600

for mnmvements whld‘l certainly would not have covered a mo-story building.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Certain assumptions may loglcally be made as to the date or dates of various
phases of construct;.on by comparing the ex_st:wg structure with similap stc'uctxmes
cf itz type and having sinllar erghitectorsl details. The arched openings of
the first fiocor, seperated by ornamental cast-iren pilasters, indicate thet in
all proba.n_ll*y the building was o*‘:.gmally one story, the arches and pilasters
being identical to those of the Diama Saloon, 205-7 "J" Street, the first floor
of the Howard House, 109-111 "K" Street, and the first floor of the Owr House
Salcon, 926 Second Street. All three of these latter examples were xnown to
have been Duilt in late 1853 or eariy 1854 after the November fire of 1852,

and the pllasters of ali four buildings were cast by the Sacramento Iron I-Jorks,
established in Septerber of 1863. The upper floors of the Howard House were
added in 1865. : :

After the flood of 1861-62, all of the streets from Front to Seventh were reised _
to & new level, averaging Six to eight feet; and all buildings were either

raised to the new street grades, rebullt, or, where the strest facade emploved

- cast-iron pilasters, they were reassembled at the new grades; and, in mary cases,
a second "1001\ Was adaed This was the case at the Bank Exchange, 10 30 Second
Street, the Rialto Bu:.ldmg, 228-230 "J" Street, and the Apollo Building, 228~
238 "K' Street, all of which stmct\,ref occupy cormer sites similar to the Morse
ou,.ldm;;, the flI‘S‘t floom dating from lc5° and the second flecors fyom 3.805 B
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- In the absence of documentary evidence to the contrary, it is assumed that the
eight remaining cast-iron pz,lasters are original to the 1853 4 structure which
had 20 such pilasters, assuning that they repeated on the e "K' Street facade
and that the second floor dates from the raising of the streets, circa 1865,

The double~window, second-floor fenestration crowned by flat-arched trim is

an almost unigue window arrangement in Old Sacramento, the only other somewhat
similar arrangerment being one pair of second-floor windows on the second
floors of the Bank Exchange on the N4 corner of "K" and Second Sireets. The
axch?d moulded tmm is typlcal of the "Ital:.ana‘t:e" style so prevalent in the
1860's. ,

Whatever other architectural embellishments, cormice, etc., may have graced the
exterior have long since disappeared, and the partition arrangements of both

first and second floors have undergone so many alteretions as to leave no clue
as to what the original plan arrangements may have been.
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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

Pilot Model in Old Sacramento Project |

Sketch: shows Moiﬁse i
B‘uildirig'as'it_ appears
today, with boarded- o
" up exterior and two of
20 ornate cast iron -
;Silas’ters; also, the
building as it will ap-
B - . pear when restored,
.' o L with graceful window
T ' arches and earopisd
- balcony. '
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The Morse Building carries the name of Dr. John Frederick Morse, one of
the driving forces in the Sacramente community from his arrival in

the Sacramento area in 1849 until his departure for San Francisco in
1863, He held many public offices and became an ardent promoter of the
Central Pacific Railroad and one of its first stockholders and directors.

The Morse Building, located at 2nd and K Streets, is the first building
selected by the agency for restoration in the Old Sacramento area,

The Morse Building, despite many alterations over the past hundred
years, has fortunately retained some of its original architectural
features. This restoration is one of the first historic demonstration
projects in the country to be supported by Federal Urban Renewal funds -
and will be used as a pilot project.

Authentic materials will be used in the restoration. Twenty ornate

casgt iron pilasters were on the building originaily. Eight of them still
exist. The twelve more required have been extensively researched by
the Knight Foundry in Sutter Creek. The foundry, in association with the
architeets, determined how the pilasters could be cast in iron as they
were 100 years ago. The old doorways and gracefully arched window -
frames, as well as the exterior wood balconies and ¢anopy, were B
researched with the aid of the Capital City Planing Miil of. Sacramento =
The exterior plaster drawn moldings and the granite sill base will be
re-created as they existed on the original Morse Bulldmg Even the
sidewalks will be recreated of wood planks .

Itis anticipated that restoration of the Morse Bu11d1ng Wlll be complebed \
in the Spring of 1969. It will then be offered for sale. The Morse

Building restoration is expected to stimulate private capital to restore

and rebuild other sites within the Old Sacramento project. This will be of
great historic ar1 economic value to Sacramento.




